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Concrete poured for
restoration project
last week

BY GINA LONG
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The Catalina Chimes Tower 
Foundation is one step closer to 
restoring the beloved landmark 
perched on the hill above Avalon 
Bay, ensuring that the Chimes 
Tower’s tolling and music will 
continue to resonate through 
town for the community and 
future generations to enjoy.

The Board of the Foundation 
recently announced that  it 
has hired Dave Thompson 
Construction as project manager 
of the restoration program. 

Thompson will work closely 
with the Facilities Committee of 
the Board, overseeing the project.  

“I am thrilled to be  a part of 
this,” said Thompson. 

“Boulder Construction recent-
ly poured concrete for the flag-
stone entry and repaired the steps 
that lead to the mechanical room. 
Definitley a highlight and key 
milestone launching the restora-
tion,” he said.

With a fundraising goal of 
$1 million, plans include a high 
quality, long term repair of the 
existing structure, buttresses and 
exterior walls that gives them 
a fresh clean look; full repair 
of chimes and mechanism; pres-

ervation and re-use of exist-
ing Catalina tile; hand forged 
iron work—including a newly 
designed front door for increased 
visibility, chimes arched grills 
and decorative fencing intended 
to allow close viewing access; 
native landscape design by 
Deborah Richie-Bray; and tower 
lighting.

“We couldn’t be more excited 
with this groundbreaking news,” 
said Alison Wrigley Rusack, 
great granddaughter of Ada and 
William Wrigley Jr., who com-
missioned the Chimes Tower in 
1925,” Thompson said. 

“We are especially delight-
ed to be able to see the physi-
cal progress on our restoration 
efforts,” Thompson said. 

The Catalina Chimes Tower 
Foundation Board expressed its 
sincere appreciation to Geoff 
Rusack and Charlie Canby, of the 
Facilities Committee, for leading 
this project and to all of the local 
residents and business owners, as 
well as visitors, who have given 
generously toward the goal.

How You Can Help
To make a tax-deductible dona-

tion, please visit CatalinaChimes.
org. Contributions can also be 
mailed directly to the Catalina 
Chimes Tower Foundation at P.O. 
Box 677, Avalon, CA 90704. 

A receipt for your contribution 
will be mailed to you. 

For more information, email 
info@catalinachimes.org. 

Key milestone completed 
on the Chimes Tower

The steps leading to the mechanical room of the Chimes Tower have been repaired and the concrete for the 
flagstone entrance has been poured. Courtesy photos

The Catalina Chimes Tower Foundation plans to repair the Chimes Tower and the chimes within it. The Chimes 
Tower was commissioned by William Wrigley Jr. in 192s5. 


